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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the 
extent necessary to determine the presence of all possible minor 
errors- Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specif ication. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-3, 7, 9-10, 14, 16-17, 21, 23-24, and 27 are 
rejected under 35 U-S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Teibel 
(6,366,962) . 

Regarding claims 1, 3, 9, 16, 23: 

Teibel discloses an apparatus for communicating packets in 
a network environment, comprising: a network element operable to 
receive a packet and to identify a sequence number included in 
the packet that correlates to awareness information associated 
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with one or more adjacent network elements, wherein the network 
element is operable to update a table included therein in order 
to account for the awareness information included within the 
packet that has not been accounted for by the network element, 
and wherein the network element is operable to ignore the packet 
in cases where the awareness information included in the packet 
has already been accounted for (see Fig. 6 and col. 7 lines 15-38 
which recite the receiving client on the network receiving a 
packet comprising the awareness information contained in the 
packet header, the sequence number, the means for checking the 
awareness information against a list and if not, the signal is 
ignored clearly anticipate the means for communicating packets 
in the network environment including the sequence number, the 
awareness information, the table and means for account for the 
awareness information as recited in claims 1, 3, 9, 16, 23) . 
Regarding claims 2, 10, 17, 24: 

Teibel discloses wherein the network element includes a 
transmitter state operable to build and to communicate the 
packet to a selected one or more of the adjacent network 
elements (see Fig. 5, the steps of adding a client to the user's 
list clearly reads on means operable to build and communicate 
packet to selected one or more adjacent network elements) . 
Regarding claims 7, 14, 21, 27: 
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Teibel discloses wherein the network element is operable to 
query a selected one of the adjacent network elements in order 
to receive missing awareness information, and wherein an absence 
of the missing awareness information is reflected by the 
sequence number (see col. 6 lines 38-58 which recite the buddy 
group including the TO list, the FROM list, and ACTIVE list 
which identifies the members of the buddy group whom are 
currently online clearly reads on querying the selected elements 
to receive missing awareness information as claimed) . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In 
considering patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), 
the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered 
therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
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Applicant is advised of the obligation under 3 7 CFR 1.56 to 
point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that 
was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in 
order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior 
art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 4-6, 8, 11-13, 15, 18-20, 22, 25-26, and 28 rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Teibel 
(6,366,962) in view of Choe et al . (2003/0067924). 

For claims 4-6, 8, 11-13, 15, 18-20, 22, 25-26, and 28 
Teibel discloses the apparatus, method, system and software 
described .in paragraph 3 of this office action. Teibel 
discloses all the subject matter of the claimed invention with 

[ 

the exception of wherein the packet is a Hello packet that 
includes the sequence number in its corresponding header; 
wherein the packet includes a fragment value operable to 
indicate whether the packet is a fragment to be included with 
other fragments in order to comprise an entire packet that 
includes awareness information; wherein the network element 
includes a fragment timer operable to provide a time interval in 
which fragments are to be received at a selected location in a 
network; and wherein the packet includes a checksum operable to 
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provide an error detection function for the packet at receiving 
and transmission locations associated with a selected one or more 
of the network elements. 

Choe et al . from the same or similar fields of endeavor 
teach that it is known to provide wherein the packet is a Hello 
packet that includes the sequence number in its corresponding 
header (see Fig. 8 and paragraph 0047 which recite the use of a 
Hello packet) ; wherein the packet includes a fragment value 
operable to indicate whether the packet is a fragment to be 
included with other fragments in order to comprise an entire 
packet that includes awareness information (see paragraphs 0049 
and 0055 which describe the packet fragmentation) ; wherein the 
network element includes a fragment timer operable to provide a 
time interval in which fragments are to be received at a selected 
location in a network (see paragraph 0 06 9 which recite the 
timer) ; and wherein the packet includes a checksum operable to 
provide an error detection function for the packet at receiving 
and transmission locations associated with a selected one or more 
of the network elements (see paragraph 0051 which recite the 
packet checksum field) . Thus, it would have been obvious to the 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide wherein the packet is a Hello 
packet that includes the sequence number in its corresponding 
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header; wherein the packet includes a fragment value operable to 
indicate whether the packet is a fragment to be included with 
other fragments in order to comprise an entire packet that 
includes awareness information; wherein the network element 
includes a fragment timer operable to provide a time interval in 
which fragments are to be received at a selected location in a 
network; and wherein the packet includes a checksum operable to 
provide an error detection function for the packet at receiving 
and transmission locations associated with a selected one or more 
of the network elements as taught by Choe et al . in the 
communications apparatus of Teibel. The packet being a Hello 
packet that includes the sequence number in its corresponding 
header; wherein the packet includes a fragment value operable to 
indicate whether the packet is a fragment to be included with 
other fragments in order to comprise an entire packet that 
includes awareness information; wherein the network element 
includes a fragment timer operable to provide a time interval in 
which fragments are to be received at a selected location in a 
network; and wherein the packet includes a checksum operable to 
provide an error detection function for the packet at receiving 
and transmission locations associated with a selected one or more 
of the network elements can be implemented by using the Hello 
packet including the fragment value, checksum, and connecting 
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the fragment timer of Choe et al. to the apparatus for a buddy 
list of Teibel. The motivation for using the Hello packet 
including the fragment value, checksum, and connecting the 
fragment timer as taught by Choe et al . in the communication 
apparatus of Teibel being that it provides more efficiency and 
reliability for the system since the system can more quickly 
determine failure with the checksum value and Hello packet at 
the receiving end. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Lu discloses SDH ring high order path management. 

8 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Shick C. 
Horn whose telephone number is 571-272-3173. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday to Friday with alternate Fridays 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Seema Rao can be 
reached on 571-272-3174. The fax phone number for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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